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some, but not many, had horse-cloths over them. The heavy
dews which fall in Wadi Haneefah do not permit their remain*-
ing with impunity in the open night air; I was told also that
a northerly wind will occasionally injure the animals here, no
less than the land wind does now and then their- brethren in
India. About half the royal stud was present before me, the
rest were out at grass; Feysul's entire muster is reckoned at
six hundred head, or rather more.                       .

No Arab dreams of tying up a horse by the neck; a tether
replaces the halter; and one of the animal's hind-legs is encircled
about the pastern by a light iron ring, furnished with a padlock,
and connected with an iron chain of two feet or thereabouts in
length, ending in a rope, which is fastened to the ground at
some distance by an iron peg; such is the customary method.
But should the animal be restless and troublesome, a fore-leg is
put under similar restraint. It is well known that in Arabia
horses are much less frequently vicious or refractory than in
Europe, and this is the reason why geldings are here so rare,
though not unknown. No particular prejudice that I could,
discover exists against the operation itself; only it is seldom
performed, because not otherwise necessary, and tending of
course to diminish the value of the animal.

But to return to the horses now before us; never had I seen
or imagined so lovely a collection. Their stature was indeed
somewhat low; I do not think that any came fully up to fifteen
bands; fourteen appeared to me about their average; but they
were so exquisitely well shaped that want of greater size seemed
hardly, if at all, a defect. Kemarkably full in the haimehes,
witk a shoulder of a slope so elegant as to make one, in thfs
words of an Arab poet, " go raving mad about it;" a little, a very
little, saddle-backed, just the curve which indicates springiness
without any weakness ; a head broad above, and tapering down
to a nose fine enough to verify the phrase of "drinking from
a'pint-pot," did pint-pots exist in Nejed; a most intelligent
and yet a singularly gentle look, full eye, sharp thorn-like,
little ear ^ legs fore and hind that seemed as if made of hammered
iron, so clean and yet so well twisted with sinew; a neat round
hoof, just the requisite for hard ground; the tail Bet on or
rather thrown out at a perfect arch ; coats smooth, shining, and